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6 Ney 1957
Dear Walker:

The World Wer II Battle Evalustion Oroup of the Navsl Wep
College has currently under study the Battle for Leyte Gulf,
In this comnection, In order to determine the soundness and
validity of msny of the decisione msade during this period,
it is most essential that facts, rather than opinions or-
conjectures, be used as 2 basis for thiz determination.

Your squadron's masster flight log indicates thsat you flew s
sector seerch out of Tinten on October 22nd. The actual
sector is not known elthough it is known thet it wes one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accampanying diagram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the sccompenying diagram, snd,
in 8 1imited degree, to your msmory, it is hoped thst you
mey be 8ble to identify the sctusl sector flown and the dee
tails of eny unususl events vhich may have occurred during
the flight. Items of interest to this study would be:
sctuel distsnce flown, weather encountered, true sirspeed,
end unususl events ocourring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the op~ration-
el control of CTU 30.5.,5 (CDR Everstt O. Rigsbee, Jr., UsK),
who was required to mske s summery report of the sesrches cone
ducted., Although probsbly submitted, & report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been loceted, though similsr
reports for the other days during thils period heve been identi-
fled. In the event you hsve & copy of the report of this
perticuler day, include it in your reply es it would be of
gresat value,

It 18 quite importent that the deteils of the V-223 searches
flown on this perticular dey be established. Further, the

time remaining to complete this portion of the enalysis is now
quite limited. Therefore, it 1s requestad thet your reply be
forwarded to the Naval War College at your eserliest convenisnce,

In the event youwr records do not ensble you to provide factual
enswers to the questions posed, it 1s requested that such in-
formation ss you have releting to this problem, together with
other informetion (e.g., nemes of co-pilot snd nevigestor, elong
with their address~s) e8 you feel may bs helpful in trecking
down the snswers desired, be forwsrded es soon as rreacticeble
to this college.

Sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES
Rear Admirel, USN(Ret)

Lt, Willsrd T, Walker
7640 Eggleston
Chicego, Ill,




6 May 1957
Dear Moora:

The World War II Battle Evalustion Group of the Navel War
College has currently under study the Bettle for Leyte Gulf.
In this connection, in order to determine the soundness and
validity of meny of the dacisions meda during this period,
1t is most essentlial that facts, rather then opinions or
conjectures, be used ss & basis for this determinstion.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector saarch out of Tinisn on Octobesr 22nd. The sctual sector
is not known although it is known thet 1t was one of the V-223
searches shown in the accompanying disgram. By referring to
yowr log book, to the accompenying disgrsm, and, in & limited
degree, to your mmmory, it 1s hoped thst you may be sble to
identify the actual sector flown and the detsils of sny unusual
svents which mey have ocowrred during the flight., Items of
interest to this study would be: actuel distance flown,weather
encountered, true alrspesd, snd unususl svents occurring.

Rt ths time in question, your squadron wes under the operationel
control of CTU 30,5.5 (CPR Evarett O, Rigsdbee, Jr., USN), who
was required to mske a summary report of the seerches conducted,
Although probably submitted, 8 report of the V-223 searches for
October 22nd hes not besn loceted, though similer reports for
the other days during this perriod have hesn identified. In the
event you have 2 copy of the report of this psrticulsr day,
include 1t in yowr reply es it would be of great value,

It is quite important that the deteils of the V-223 searches
flown on this particulsr dsy be =s8tablished, Further, the
time remsining to complete this portion of the analysis is now
limited. Therefore, it is requested that your reply be fore-
warde~d to the Naval War Collage st your earliest convenlence.

In the event your records do not ensble you to provide factusl
enswers to the Questions posed, it 15 requasted thut such in-
formation &8 you heve relating to this problem, together with
other informetion (e.g., nemas of co-pllot end nevigstor, along
with their addresses) 8s you feel may be helpful in {racking
down the answers desired, be forwarded &s soon &8s prectlicable

to this college.

Sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,
Resr Admiral, USN(Ret)

LCDR Deniel L. Moore, USKE(Ret)
P.0. Box 400
Bisbee, Arizona




8 Moy 1957

Decr Squires:

The World War II Basttle Evslustion Group of the Naval Wap
College has currently under study the Battle for Layte Culf,
In this connection, in order $o determine the soundness and
valldity of meny of the decisions made during this period,
it 15 most e¢ssentlal thet fezots, rsther thsn opinions or
conjectures, be used 8s a bssis for this determination.

Your squadron's msstar flight log indicates that you flaw a
8actor seserch out of Tiniem on October 22nd. The sctusl sector
is not kmown although 1t 1s known thst i1t was one of the V-223
sesrchos shown in the eccompenying diagram. By raeferring to
your log book, to the sccompenying dlsgrsm, snd, in 8 limitsd
degrse, to your memory, 1t is hoped thot you msy bs sble to
identify the sctual sescior flown snd the deteils of any unusuel
avants which mey have occurred during the flight., Items of
interesat to thls study would be: actuel distence,flown,
weather encountered, true airspeed, end unusuzl =vents occcuring.

At the time in questlon, yowr squedron wes under the operational
control of CTU 30.5.5 (CDR Everatt O, Rigsbee, Jr., USN), who
was required to make & surmsary report of the seerches conducted.
Although probebly sutmitted, & report of the V223 sparghes for
October 22nd hes not bsen located, though similer raporis for -
tne other days during this period hsve been identified. In the
event you have a copy of tha report of this particuls day,
include it in your reply es it would be of graat value,

It is quite Important that the details of the V-223 sesrches
Flown on this particuler day be established. Further, the

time remaining to complete this portion of the anslysis 1s now
quite limited. Therefore, it 1s requested thut your reply be
forwarded to the Navel Wor College at your sarliest convenisnce.

In the avent your records do not ensble you to provide fectual
mswaers to the questions posad, 1t 1s request~d thzt such in-
formation 88 you have relaeiting to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., namns of co-pilot and navigator, with
their sddresses) as vou fesl may be helpful in tracking down
the enswers desired, be forwsrded os soon as practicsble o
this college.

Singerely yours,

R. W, BATES
Raar Admiral, USK (Ret)

Lt. Grsham B. Squires
RFD One
flexandris, Vs,




6 May 1957

. Dear Bedkhem:

The World wWar II Battle Evaluation Group of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for Leyte

Gulf. In this conneotion, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made during this
reriod, it is most essential that facts, rather than opinlons
or conjectures, be used as a basis for this determination.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector search out of Tinlan on October 22nd. The actual
sector is not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accompanying disgram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying dlagram, and,
in 2 limited degree, to your memory, it is hoped that you
may be able to identify the actusl sector flown and the de-
tails of any unusual events which may have occurred during
the flight. Items of interest to this study would be: actual
distance flown, weather encduntered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events occurring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the opera-
tionel control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Fyerett O. Rigsbee, Jr.,

USN) who was required to make a summary report of the sesarches
conducted, Although probably submitted, 8 report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this perlod have been identis®
fied. In the event you have & copy of the report for this
paiticular day, include it in your reply as 1t would be of great
value.

It is quite important that the details of the V-223 searches
flown on this particular day be established., Further, the time
remaining to complete this portion of the analysis is now quite
limited. .Therefore, it 1s requested that your reply be forwarded
to the Naval War College at your earllest convenience.

In the event your records do not enable you to provide factual
answers to the guestions posed, it 1s requested that such in-
formation as you have relating to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., names of co-pilot and navigator, along
Wwith their addressss) as you feel may be helpful in tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon as pgacticable
to this colleges.

Sincerely yours,

CDE William R, BECKHAM, USNR B, W. BATES
2209 N. Crockett Street Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Sherman, Texas. (Bet.)




é May 1957

Dear Gudka:

The World War II Battle Evaluation Group of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for lLeyte

Gulf, 1In this fonnection, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made during this
period, it is most essential that facts, rather than opinions
or conjlectures, be used as a basis for this determination.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
eector search out of Tinaan on October 22nd. The actual
sector 1s not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accompanying diagram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying diagram, and,
in a limited degree, to your memory, it is hoped that you
may be eble to identify the actuasl sector flown and the de-
tails of any unusual events which may have occured during

the flight. Items of interest to this study would be: actual
distance flown, weather encountered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events occurting.

o
At the time in question, your squafiron was under the opera-
tional control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Everett O. Rigsbee, Jr.,
USN) who was required to make a summary report of the searches
conducted. Although probably submitted, a report of the V-223
gearches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this period have been identi-
fled. In the event you have a copy of the report for this
particular day, include it in your reply &s it would be of great
value,

tt is quite important that the detaills of the V-223 searches
flown on this particulaer day be established. Further, the time
remaining to complete thls portior of the analysis is now quite
limited. Therefore, it 1s requested that your reply be forwarded
to the Kaval War College at your earliest convenience.

In the event your records do not eneble you to provide factual
answers to the questions posed, it 1is requested that such in-
formation as you have relating to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., names of co-pilot and nevigator, along
with their addresses) as you feel may be helpful in tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon as practicable
to this college.

Sincerely yours,

LT Payton W. Gudka BeodaB5IES) w.s. w
532,51 Somyze, Prixe. (Ret.)




€ May 1957

Dear Jolly:

The World War II Battle Evaluation Group of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for Leyte

Gulf. In this oconmnection, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made Quring this
period, At is most essential that facts, rather than opinlons
or conjectures, be used as a basis for this determination.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector search ocut ot Tiniam on October 22nd. The actual
-sector 1s not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accompanying dlagrams. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying diagram, and,

in a limited degree, to your memory, it is hoped that you

may be able to identify the actual sector flown and the de-
talls of any unusual events which may have occurred during
the flight. Iteme of interest to this study would be: actual
distance flown, weather encountered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events occurring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the opera-
tional control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Fverett 0. Rigsbee, Jr.,

USN) who was reguired to make s summary report of the searches
conducted. Although probably submitted, = report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this period have been identi-
fied. In the event you have & copy of the report for this
paiticular day, include it in your reply as it would be of great
value, )

1t s quite important thet the details of the V-223 searches
flown on this particular day be established. Further, the time
remaining to complete this portion of the analysis is now quite
limited. Therefore, it 1s requested that your reply be forwarded
to the Naval War College at your earliest convenlence.

In the event your recerds do not cenable you to provide factual
answers to the questions posed, it is requested that such in-
formation as you have relating to this problem, togethe:%ulth
other inforgation (e.g., names of co-pilot and navigator; along
with thelr addresses) as you feel may be helpful in tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon &s practicable
to this college.

Sincerely yours,

LCDR Jesse B, Jolly, USN R. W. BATES

Ground Contrel Unit 50 Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Navy #3080 (Bet.)

FPO, San Francisco, Cglifornia.




6 May 1957

Dear Condon:

The World War II Battle Evaluation Group of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for Leyte

Gulf. In this comneotion, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made during this
period, it is most essential that facts, rather than opinions
or conjectures, be used &8s a basis for this determination.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector search out of Tinian on October 22nd. The actual
sector is not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accompanying dlagram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying dlagram, and,
in a limited degree, to your memory, it is hoped that you
may be able to identify the actual sector flown and the de-
tails of any unusual events which may have ocourred during
the flight., Items of interest to this study would be: actual
distance flown, weather encountered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events occurring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the opera-
tional control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Everett O. Rigsdbee, Jr.,

USN) who was required to meke a summary report of the searches
conducted. Although probably submitted, & report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this period have been identi-
fied. In the event you have a copy of the report for this
paitloular day, include it in your reply as it would be of great
value.

It 1s quite important that the details of the V-223 searches
flown on this particular day be established. PFurther, the time
remaining to complete this portion of the analysis 1s now quite
limited. Therefore, it is requested that your reply be forwarded
to the Naval War Coilege at your earliest convenience.

In the event your records do not enable you to provide factual
answers to the questions posed, it is requested that such in-
formation as you have relating to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., names of co-plilot and navigator, along
with their addresses) as you feel may be helpful irn tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon &s practicable
to this college. -

Sincerely yours,

ICDR Pgul E. Condon B. W, BATES
528 Forest Drive Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

Cedar Eapids, JIowsa.




6 May 1957
Dear Bucklew:

The World War II Battle Evaluation Oroup of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for Leyte

Gulf. 1In this counnection, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made during this
perlod, 1t is most essentiml that facts, rather than opinions
or conjectures, be used as a basis for this determination.

Your squedron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector search out of Tinian on October 22nd. The actual
sector 1s not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the accompanying diagram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying diagram, and,
in a limited degree, to your memory, it is hoped that you
may be able to identify the actual sector flown and the de-
tells of any unusual events which may have ococurred during
the flight. Items of interest to this study would be: actual
dlstance flown, weather encountered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events cocurring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the opera-
tional control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Everett O. Rigsbee, Jr.,

USN) who was required to make a sunmary report of the searches
conducted. Although probably submitted, a report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this period have been identi-
fied. In the event you have a copy of the report for this
paiticular day, include it in your reply as it would be of great
value.

It is quite Aimportant that the details of the V-223 searches
flown on this particular day be established. Further, the time
remaining to this portion of the analysis is now quite limited.
Therefore, it is requested that your reply be forwarded to the
Naval War College at your earliest convenience.

In the event your records do not emable you to provide factual
answers to the questions posed, it is requested that such in-
formation as you have relating to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., names of co-pllot and nevigator, along
with their addresses) as you feel may be helpful in tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon as practicable
to this college.

Sincerely yours,

ICDR Oscar T. BUCKLEW, USN R. W. BATES

Alrborne Early Warning Hear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Squadron TWO (Ret.)

U.S. Naval Alr Station

Patuxent River, Maryland




6 May 1957

Dear Burton:

The World War II Battle Evaluation Group of the Naval War
College has currently under study the Battle for lLeyte

Gulf. 1In this connection, in order to determine the sound-
ness and validity of many of the decisions made during this
reriod, 1t is most essential that facts, rather than opinions
or conjectures, be used as & basis for thies determination.

Your squadron's master flight log indicates that you flew a
sector search out of Tinian on October 22nd. The actual
sector is not known although it is known that it was one of
the V-223 searches shown in the socompanying diasgram. By re-
ferring to your log book, to the accompanying diagrem, and,
in & limited degree, to your memory, it ie hoped that you
may be able to identify the actual sesctor flown and the de-
tails of any unusual events which may have occurred during
the flight. Items of interest to this study would be: actual
distance flown, weather encountered, true airspeed, and un-
usual events oscurring.

At the time in question, your squadron was under the opera-
tional control of CTU 30.5.3 (CDR Everett O. Rigsbee, Jr.,

USK) who was required to make a summary report of the searches
conducted. Although probably submitted, a report of the V-223
searches for October 22nd has not been located, though similar
reports for the other days during this period have been identi-
fied. In the event you have a copy of the report for this
paitioular day, include 1t in your reply as it would be of great
value,

It is quite important thet the detalls of the V-223 searches
flown on this particular day be established. PFurther, the time
remeining to complete this portion of the analysis 18 now quite
limited. Therefore, it is requested that your reply be forwarded
to the Naval VWar College at your earliest convenlence.

In the event your reocords do not enable you to provide factual
answers to the questions posed, it is requested that such in-
formation &s pou have relatihg to this problem, together with
other information (e.g., names of co-pilot and navigator, along
with their addresses) as you feel may be helpful in tracking
down the answers desired, be forwarded as soon a&as practicable
to this college.

Sincerely yours,

LCDR Francis O. Burton R; W. BATES
5400 S.W. 98th Terrace Bear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Miami 43, Florida (Bet.)




7 May 1957
Desr Ceptain Davis:

I know that we have problems and that you,
with your twelve per cent reduction, have
problems elso, but I do wish that you would
study your list of QMC's in an effort to
locate & suitable replascement for Deering
if that becomes necessary.

As T told you on the telephone yesterday
morning, Deering 1s having very serious
femily trouble, so serious that I sm not
going to have hls services now for a month,
8o that the turnover in the case of Trembsasth
is effected immeasursbly.

I find Deering to be 2 nice fellow snd would
1ike to keep him, but if his femily problems
are golng to be so serious as to require
his presence elsewhere most of the time, or
if his mind 1s necessarily concentrated on
other matters, I may have to forego him.

I don't think thet he 1s snxious to leave
here; in fect, he told me thet he considered
this a fine assignment. After his child is
born &nd his wife's true condition becomes
definitely known, we will know more sbout
this,

I hed no 1dea, until I got on shore duty
here, of the many personal problems which
both officer snd enlisted men end their
femilies sre having todsy. I never noticed
it inmy divisions or commend. Now, in the
Years 1 heve been here in this College in
this work, I have hed two officers whose
wives were strongly tuberculsr snd now I
have & QMC whose wife is so tuberculer =8 to
ceuse the loss of one lung (and poor function-
ing of the other) and may eventuelly cause
the 1oss of her life.




7 May 1957

Of course, you know more sbout these
persomel problems than I do becsuse

you probably encounter them daily, It
isn't too bad when your personnel sre
ressonsbly numerous; however, in my
cese, it is very serious as 2sch and
every person in this group hes en assign-
ment snd, when he 13 sbsent therefrom,
things ere disrupt~d to & grest extent.

With best regsrds, I am, es aver,

Yery sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES

Captein R.P. Davis, USN
Bureau of Navsl Personnel
Havy Department
Weshington 25, D.C.




7 Mey 1957
Dear Roger:

I spoke with Captain Rutting
relstive to permitting you and Mrs,
Tensks to view the film, The Battle
of Savo Islend.

I told him that you had worked
on this for Admirel Morison end that
I ssw no reesson why you should not
be allowed to ses 1%, especially since
Yyou not only hsve sccess to the boock
but have it In your possession., He
replied that he would invite you to
Ssee the film., If he hes not called
you, I suggest you cell him.

As regards Mrs, Tanaka, I told
him that this wes entirely a matter
of Buresu policy. He replied to the
effect that only those persons
directly connect~d with the subject
matter eithsr militarily or othsr-
wise end who should reslize & profit
therefrom sre permitted to see the
film, end therefore he wss forced to
reply In the negsative in the csse of
Mrs. Teanseks.,

Thils wes for Sevo Islsnd! I meay
dc better for her in the Corel Ses
or Midwey film but thet I csannot say
from here.

Aside from thet, it was nice see=-
Ing you sgain. With best regeards, I anm,

Vary sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES

Mr. Roger Plnesau
Room 1218 OPNsv
Mein Ravy

Nsvy Department




13 May 1957
Dear J’udggz

I =m quite sure you know about this, but
I think 1t well thet I relterate whet is
goling on between Mrs. Tanaka end myself.

Every now snd then I find something that
I question. I write to Mrs. Tasnska and,
when she has an opportunity, she looks at
1t end gives me the correct translstion a
&8 she is quite fsmiliar with the Jepensee
plcture, the benofit of har advice.

I e1s0 send her drafts Y have mads shout
the operations of the Jspanese commsnders
which she looks =2t end, If she Sses some
reference to a translation that she heas
made &and 1t does not ssem properly used,
Sshes will advise me.

This does not tske too much of her time,
but I want to be sure that she doesn't
"run foul®™ of you beceuse of this fact.

I sm going to Annepolis on Wednesdesy %o

- Yp-present at the dedication of the
memorisl to be given to the Naval Academy
by my class, It is e large {one-and-a-
querter size) goat, the mascot of the
Acedemy. When you ses 1t, I think thet
you will sgree thst 1t is s swell job.
You could guess that I sm on the
committee!

I may sce you on Thursdey. With best re-
gards, I sm, as esver,
Your old friend,

R. W, BATHES

RADM E.N. Eller, USN(Rat)
Director, Naval History Div.
Navy Department

Washington, D.C.




13 ey 1957

Dear Mrs. Tenaks:

I an enclosing herewith copiles
of the letters to which T reoferred
when I was down in Washington, end
which have to do with the relztive
Seniority of Admirals Ugskl, Shime,
end Nishimure.

These lettars ere, to me, quite
convincing end, even though the books
you referred to glve Admirsl Ugek?! ss
the junior, that evidently is one of
those errors which ere pessed on ond
on without check.

I will be in Washington, arriving
on Tuesday night, snd will b= in
Annapolis on Wednesday. Therefore, I
may get & chance to see you and Pineau
on Thursday. I &n not sure sbout this
as yot, but it $s likely.

I shall be happy to heve the
return of the pepers (which I sent to
you) with your comments. The ~neclosed
letters support my remarks therein.

With best gegards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BAT®ES

¥rs. Lily Y. Tsnakea
c/o Room 1231 (0P=-292)
Main Fevy Bldg.

Yavy Department
Weshington 25, D.C.




¢

17 Mey 1957

Desr Baraefoot:

Bneclosed is & letter written to Daniel E,
Moore (LCDR, USN(Rat)), who was the psatrol
plane commander of your sairereft during the
Battle for Leyte Culf.

In response to this letter, CDR Moore
was uneble to shed any light on the problem
indicated beceuse he no longer wos In possession
of his Log Book,

However, he did indicate thet you may heave
kept records of the flights made during this
period snd might therefore be gble to answer
the questlons posed.

23 steted in persgreph four of the en-
closed letter, the time remaining to complete
this portion 1s now very limited; therefore,
it 1s requested that your reply be forwsrded
&t your esrllest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

R. W. BATTES
Reer Admirel, U.S. Nevy
(Ret)

ICDR Msrvin B. Besrefoot, USNAL
U.S. Navel Post CGraduete School
Monterey, Californis




22 May 1957

Desr Dick:

As you perhaps know--I think I talked with you sbout
it before--we ere working hsre on the study of The
Bettle for Leyte Gulf. It is written in @ vory de-
telled manner in order to produce thos~ bsttle lessons
which will be usaful in the future and also tc produce
the true story of the battle.

We have elreedy completed The Battle of the Corsl Ses,
The Battle of Midwsey, The Battle of Savo Islend, and -
Volumes I end II of the Battle for Layte Gulf.

Volume I of The Bsttle for Loyte Gulf covers the pre-
liminary operations until 0719 October 17th including
The Battle off Formosa, smd Volume II of The Battle
for Leyte Gulf covers the operations from 0719 October
17th until October goth (D-dsy) (Admiral Oldendorf's
oparations and the “apsnese operstions in opposition
thereto). The present volume, Volume III (of the
same bsttle) covers all the landing opsrstions which
comnanced, of course, on October 20th and stopped at
1042 on the morning of October 23rd when CTF 77 .
(Admirel Kinkaid), heving received during that morn-
ing and the preceding day contact reports on stronger
enemy forces than usuel in the Socuth Chins Ses, sent
out & dispatch thereon,

I am enclosing herewl th my writeup on the opersations
of COMSTVENTHFLT end CTF 77 for the three =nd one hslf
days in question. This has lsrgely been &pproved

end is being prepered for the press now,

However, I went to Washington lest week and talksd with
Admirasl Kinksald sbout certsin mstters relating thereto:
notebly, ebout Admirsl Kinkald's dispateh (230142).

He ssked me if I had tslked with you sbout sny of this
and I sald no because I hadn't known where you were.
However, having seen you in New York &nd received your
card I 8m now sending these completed drafts for your
corment end if you find enything you think 1s pariiou-
larly erroneous, your comments thereon would be
epprecisted. Memorles being whet they are, we may”

not accept what you sey slthough we would otherwise
1ike tO.
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I should sppreciste it 1f you could take some time
off and read this and then return it to me at the
earliest practicsl moment.

Admiral Kinkaid snd I talked about you and I told
him about how we hed besen together in the old days
here prior to the wer end during the esrly days of
the war; and how I felt that all of us hed gotten

e fine training here in the College in the difficult
work which we had to do in those serly days,

It weas nlce s-~eing you in Naw York and I hope you
and"yours are in fine shape. You look as if you
have s good job!

With best regerds, I em, ss ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

VADM Richard H. Crugzen, USN(Ret)
Vice Pro~sident,

Dew-ILine Division

Pelerel ®lectric Corp,

Lodi, N.J,
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Desr Joe:

This 1s just e memorsndum to tell you what a pleasure
it wes to dine on bosrd your flagship and to once again
feel the salt air of thes sea asround even if I didn't
feel it particularly under me. The luncheon wes very
nice. I wes very happy to ses thet you were entertaine
ing our foreign officers., It is a great privilege to
them and they know 1t, snd therefore what you sre doing
is 811 to the.good. I think that by gestures of gocd
will such es yours one cen accomplish much more then

by other messures which may seem more spectaculer,

Thank you very much for the tie clasp., &s’sn old
destroyer man-~I commanded three of them--I heve a
perticulsr sttechment to destroyers. Some dey I sm
going to "bum" one of your destroyer certificetes
80 thet I cen haeve it freamed for my office.

I heve talked with Admirel Robbins zbout the matter

we spoke of yestordaey snd he ssys thst he knows that

we did have some dissgreement with the newspaper but
thet he cen't quite pin it down, However, he 1is of

the opinion that the matters we discussed will continue
to persist in the press., He egrees with me thst if

we could sapproech John Nicholes Brown end ask his

advice i1t would be helpful. Becesuse of this & d beceause
of the fact that John Nicholass Brown will be leaving

for Europe shartly to attend his son's wedding and
possibly remain there for a little while, I am rushing
this memorendum to you, I em sure Mr. Brown will be
gled to telk to you sbout it and it could well be thet
he may be the "opening wedge". Of course, there is

the Cheamber of Commerce elso which you or Mr. Brown

or somebody might contect.

I spoke to & citizen here sbout the newspeper,merely
steting my own negative resction towerd it. He seaid
"You should know thet Mr, Willism Whitehouse (& very
honored citizen who died several yesrs ago) wes
violently ageinst that psper"™. He clsimed that the
editorlisl staff wss lergely composed of & bunch of
"loftists"--I think they csll themselves "libapals"--
from Columbie University end thst these fellows ware
the ones who were dominsting the editorisl peges &nd
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advencing i1dess whioh were quite elien to more con-
servative fellows such as you snd I. How true this
i1s, I don't know, but there sre ressons to believe
et leesst some of it.

When you go to Washington tomorrow, I do hope that
you will talk to Admirsl Lee end see if you can get
favorable ection in the cese of Trembeth, I am
enclosing e copy of my letter to Admirel Lee so thst
you cen orient yourself to the problem,

I egppreciceted your willingness yesterday to teke some
action end I feel sure thet when @& men of your repu-

tetion and experience talks to Admirsl Lee he will be
heppy to abide by what you think 1s best. y

With best r~gerds snd many thenks, I em, es ever,

Your c¢ld friend,

R. W, BATES

RADM J., C. Danlel, USK
Commender Destroyer Force,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet,
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Dear Roger:

This note 18 to thank you for youwr kindness in allowing
Mrs, Tsnaka to trenslate those statements mede by
Admirel Kurita recently. There isn't anything too
serious in them or enything quite new, but I sm gled

to note that Admirsl Kurite is "mellowing",

Whether what he says todsy 1s true, I don't know=--he
mey think they (the statements) are true. However,
as time passes, we becoms inclined to choose 2
position which we feel is best., I even hesr rumors
that Admirel Helsey 1s "mellowing" and is inclined

a 11ttle bit like Admiral Kurita to be 8 little more
criticsl of himself. (Whether this 1s true, I do not
know, but I do say I don't accept eny statement of
this nature as finsl when 1t 18 mede todey--I have

to go on the record largely.)

I was telking to a Japanese officer the other dsy and
I mentioned Sevo Island snd Admirel Mikswe. The
officer looked &t me end seid, "I will tell you about
Admiral Mikewa.," He ssid that the younger offilcers
in the Japsnese Navy never trusted hime-thst he

was very clever but was disloyel to his commanders
and even to his own plan. "By that!} this officer
seid, "I mesn to s ey thst he would be ready to drop

e ggeat success if he elresdy hed achieved & smell
one.

This 1s very typiceal, in my mind, of Admirel Mikawsa's
conduct et Savo Islend.

I eppreclsatad your comments concerning the film, Bettle
of Sevo Islend. I epprecisted further your comment
thet the U.S. side was a "besut". The Japsnese side
wes also a "besut". I would suzgest to you not to
believe everything you reed in corraspondence.

Outside of that, with best r=gsrds, I sm, es aver,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BAT=®ES

Mr. Roger Pinesau
Room 1218 (OPNAV)
Mein Navy

Navy Department
Weshington 25, D.C.
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Desr Whitey:

I em in receipt of & letter from a
District Judge In the city of
Minneeapolis, ¥inn., who wss st Globsl
Strategy last yesr, and who now edvises
me that they heve in ¥innespolis an
annuel event which they call the
Aquatennisl--s week of celebreting

end perades and weter shows.

In addition, he 'says:

"On July 20 there will be a dsylight
parede which reelly is & megnificent
thing. I &m suthoriged by the Aqua-
tennlel, eand you will elso raceive &
letter from Er, Erickson of thet orgsn-~
ization, to invite you to be Grand
Marshsll of thst psrade, snd probebly
slso, =lthough this is not worked out
in detall yet, to have you present the
flags of the Cruiser Minnespolis st 2
lsrge luncheon here in the City."

I think thst I properly should accept
this invitetion, and I am writing to
you for & reply es to whether the
Department sovproves of this individusl
ection,

The resson for this invitstion is thst

I commended the hectvy crulser Minnespolis
in World War II =nd becsuse of the fac$
thet I have five flegs from that ship
which we flew In sction snd which I heve
sgre~d to pressent to the City.

It seems to me thet this would be & good
opportunity for & certain asmount of
Neval publicity of & high type.
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Would you pleese sdvise me as to
Nevy policy in this matter and
as to whether you recommend that
I accept the invitstion or not?

I have been askad to inform the
District Court Judge, Judge Paul S.
Carroll, as soon as possible as to
whether or not I cen be present.

Wew subject:

I went to congretulate you on yowr
selection &s the new Commender
Destroyer Porce Atlentic Flest.

I know of no better assignment, or
of anyone who would better respond

to the requirements of the asslignment
then you.

I feel thet your predecessor, Admirsl
Joa Teniel, hes done swell end thet
you will continue the success which
Admirel Burke end Dsnlel schieved in
this sssignment.

With best regerds to you &nd yours,
Y eam, &8 ever,

Your old friend,

R, W. BATT3

RAD¥ E. B. Teylor, USK
Chief of Information
¥evy Department
Washington 25, D.C.
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